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Step 7. Modify the Downspout to Divert Water into the Barrel Continued...

The above photos demonstrate the transition assembly using a flex hose. The flex hose should
not be caulked at the barrel opening until the barrel is in place on its platform and secured at
the top.

Examples of some Painted Rain Barrels
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Frequently Asked Questions

What about water quality?

The quality of the water coming from your roof is great for plants because of the lack of
chlorine and a lower pH level than utility provided water but it is not fit for human
consumption.

How difficult is it to maintain my rain barrel?

Your rain barrel should require very little maintenance if it is properly installed. You should check it
periodically for debris build-up on the bottom or cracks. Some barrels may become brittle over time
especially if they are in direct sunlight, painting them will make them last longer.

What about mosquitoes?

Standing water attracts mosquitoes and other insects. If you have a tight fit where the downspout
enters the barrel you should have no problems. If you have small gaps or holes fill them with caulk or
window screen. There are products (such as mosquito donuts) available at pond supple stores that will
prevent mosquitoes from breeding.

Can the rain barrel tip over?

Remember that water weighs a bit over 8 pounds per gallon which means that a 55 gallon rain barrel at
full capacity will weigh about 440 pounds. If there are pets or children around and you don’t have your
rain barrel on a sturdy level surface it may tip over. If you want to take extra precautions you can strap
the barrel to a wall or other stable structure (tree, fence, etc.).
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References

Rain Barrels A Homeowners Guide (Southwest Florida Water Management District)
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/conservation/rainbarrel/make-a-rain-barrel.html

Maryland Environmental Design Program Natural Solutions for the Built Environment
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/ed/rainbarrel.html

Rain Barrels (Home and Garden Television)
http://www.hgtv.com/ghtv/gardening/article/0,,HGTV 3546 2165903,00.html

Lake Superior Duluth storm-water management
(http://duluthstreams.org/stormwater/toolkit/rainbarrels.html

Used Rain Barrel Resources

Cudjoe Sales next to E-Fish Company in Cudjoe Key
Glander Boat Sales in Key Largo

Local Car Wash Establishments
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